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The Doctor’s Wife

The heroine, Isabel Sleaford, was driven early in her childhood to bury 
herself in, and develop her sense of self through, romantic novels and 
poetry. She is thus ill−adapted to the conventional, provincial structures 
and strictures laid upon her when she marries the very good and adoring, 
but also boring and unimaginative, Dr. George Gilbert. Isabel forms 
friendships with men (including her husband’s best friend) who are more 
amenable to her romantic inclinations, and inevitably encounters social 
condemnation as a result. The book shows how life’s tragedies and the 
world’s cruel judgments shape Isabel, as she grows more mature, 
somewhat embittered, but also − true to her nature − beautifully 
resilient. (Summary by Kirsten Wever)
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